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May 9, 2009
For Immediate Release

Exhibition: 
MARK CHATTERLEY:: Beings: Clay Musings on the Human Condition
Dates: June 25– August 29th, 2009  
Opening Reception with the Artist: Thursday, June 25th, 5:30 – 7:30 pm

Visit with the Artist: Saturday, June 27th, 11 am - 1pm
Gallery hours: Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 5pm (please note new hours)
Sculpturesite Gallery is pleased to present Beings: Clay Musings on the Human Condition, a solo exhibition of ceramic work by sculptor Mark Chatterley. The show opens Thursday, June 25th, with an opening reception from 5:30 to 7:30, and runs through August 29th. Another chance to meet the artist is on Saturday, June 27th from 11am to 1pm.
Internationally known clay sculptor Mark Chatterley continues his exploration of the human figure and human relationships in his latest body of work. Cryptic figures that often seem to relate to one another but not to the viewing world, Chatterley's creations appear to be our primordial counterparts transcending time and geography. 

The eye is merely suggested in Chatterley’s figures. The lack of realistic eyes is based on Japanese burial mound figures, the theory being that eyes are open to allow the soul in.
“I have an interest in past cultures and how my work will be viewed a 100 years from now”, said Chatterley in a recent interview.  “I am also interested in world religions, past and present.  And how artwork conveys these belief systems.   I am currently thinking of art as instinct and how if affects our every day lives and how it was used for survival and passed down through the generations.” (Complete two-page interview is available on request.)   

Ten works will be on view in this exhibition. In “New Idea Slipping In”, one of several large-scale groupings Chatterley has created by stacking seven female figures in a rhythmic composition, the physical communication explores in depth the attributes of tribal relationships, including: belonging/exclusion, leading/following, connection/solitude, couple/group, insider/outsider and possibly, for the first time, issues of race, as two of the figures that are oriented to face the other five are in a different color glaze. Yet, at first glance, the viewer may only see the compelling composition with its undulating female forms and well balanced negative spaces.

Like ancient Greek sculptures, which have influenced the artist, the works have much to do with the unique physicality of the human body. It is also steeped in the artist’s own brand of all-inclusive mysticism. “My work is about traveling in the dream world”, Chatterley says, “the place that exists between wakefulness and sleep.” Indeed the unusual poses and otherworldly texture of his figures attest to an imagination born of that place.
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Chatterley, who goes through 18,000 pounds of clay a year, has built a huge walk-in kiln which holds up to twenty figures at a time, with some as tall as seven feet. He is one of only a handful of ceramic artists who create life-size figures in one piece. Built up from the ground a few inches at a time, they are remarkably strong and relatively thin, but require no inner armature for support. They are high-fired and withstand outdoor siting in most climates, including in snow.

The Michigan native has received over twenty awards from both national and international exhibitions including the Fletcher Challenge Ceramics Award in Auckland, New Zealand, the Taiwan Golden Ceramics Awards in Taipei and he was a participant in the JINRO International Ceramic Art (JICA) Workshop Invitational at the Hong-ik Ceramic Research Institute in Seoul, Korea. Chatterley received an MFA from the Michigan State University in East Lansing, where he continues to maintain his studio.

SCULPTURESITE GALLERY is the Bay Area’s only gallery dedicated entirely to modern and contemporary fine art sculpture, representing over forty mid-career to internationally renowned artists. The landmark indoor-outdoor gallery is located one block from the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art and the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, across the street from the Moscone Convention Center, in the heart of SOMA’s Museum District. With a downtown public plaza showcasing over twenty large-scale works at any given time, the gallery offers a stunning and unique space for viewing exhibitions of sculpture in an urban setting, transforming a formerly pedestrian setting into a must-see cultural destination.  

Member of the San Francisco Art Dealers Association SFADA 

For additional information or high resolution images, please contact Brigitte Micmacker, Director, at (415) 495-6400, or brigitte@sculpturesite.com. 

Please note: new gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 5pm. 
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