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For Immediate Release:
Exhibition: Big Ideas, Small Works: Miniature Sculptures and Maquettes
Dates: November 27th through January 25th, 2008 
Opening Reception: Thursday, November 27th, 5:30 to 7:30
Amusing, allegorical and contemplative works in a diminutive size that belie the large ideas and conceptual thought used to conceive them will be included in Big Ideas, Small Works: Miniature Sculptures and Maquettes. Over twenty-five small works in various media by Noa Bornstein, Terry Kreiter, Duane Loppnow, Frank Morbillo, Jenny Read, Dan Romo, Joseph Slusky, William Wareham and Matthew Zupnick will be on view. 
Noa Bornstein is a New York based artist who creates miniature figures cast in bronze. Often seated on a small stone or pedestal, the tiny people display the artist’s remarkable skill and craftsmanship. In Woman Reading on a Rock, a contemplative figure sits atop a large boulder, which measures just an inch in reality. The dramatic effect is striking in such a small scale.
Terry Kreiter works with what appears to be mechanical magic in his conceptual constructions. Cast in bronze, but ofter incuding various media including light emitting diodes (LEDs), Kreiter’s work is heavily influenced by the Russian constructivists and art history in general. In Kandinsky Yet Blue, the artist created small wax forms that related to shapes in some rare Kandinsky paintings where the artist painted on glass. Kreiter took the wax shapes, cast them in bronze and reconstructed them to create his composition. It appears, like much of his work, to be a small model for a strange 19th century machine.
In his large works, Duane Loppnow is known for abstract stainless steel forms that are highly architectural. He works in a small scale to design the sculptures, and these maquettes take on a life of their own, not as mere models of the larger work, but like strange designs one might find in a Lilliputian world. Up from the Ashes is a bronze maquette for the stainless steel full size sculpture of the same name. Frank Morbillo lives and worksd in the Santa Fe , NM. He creates organic, fluid sculpture that express his deep connection to the natural world. Though primarily abstract, some are based on primitive tools or artifacts; these small bronze or cast glass works yearn to be held. They are reminicent of long-buried objects whose surfaces have been worn and patinaed over time. In Reclining Column, an amber cast glass piece, the fluid form appears to be still moving toward its solidified state. 
In 1976, the San Francisco Chronicle described Jenny Read, as “one of San Francisco’s most  brilliant young sculptors..” She was killed in her studio by an unknown assaliant at age 29, leaving behind a body of work that continues to inspire. She kept a journal which, together with letters she had written to her loved one, was published posthumously by her family. Communicating the wide range of emotions that goes along with creating and living the life of an artist, the book was lauded by the NY Times. Although she worked on a large scale, in 1973 she was thrown from a horse and was required to wear a brace for many months. Because she could not move or lift, she dedicated herself to making a series of small bronzes of people on the street. In these 3” high figures she delighted over the fine details of a woman with an umbrella, a mother and child, a man on a bench. “The details, which used to be excruciating at that scale, have become fascinating as I see the effects of carefully made boots, etc.” she wrote in a letter to her family. The entire series of ten “Little People”, will be on view.
Don Romo is a Bay Area artist who works in bronze as well as with found objects. In assemblage works, intricate bronze reconstructions of baby doll parts and kaleidoscope-like tubes called  “scopes” are beautifully crafted in glass, wood and metals,with tiny worlds inside not unlike life in a snow globe. 

East Bay artist Joe Slusky is a well known sculptor working in brighly painted steel. His whimsical abstract sculptures look like fantastical architectural constructions or colorful strains of DNA. Slusky describes his work as an exploration of the realms of the subconcious. He will exhibit three new pieces in this show. William Wareham has been constructing sculpture from recycled  and found metal for decades. An assistant to Mark di Suvero for many years, he is also influenced by Anthony Caro and David Smith. Whether painted or unfinished steel, his abstract compositions consist of dynamic relationships between contrasting scale and tension. In his small work, Wareham manages to draw the viewer’s eye with the same intensity as his large-scale sculptures. 
Matthew Zupnick’s work is allegorical in nature, and based on his interest in world events and human interaction. A professor of art at the University of Central Missouri, he generally works in bronze, steel and wood, telling dreamlike tales in edgy, Bosch-like works. At times strangely discomforting, the work invites participation and touch. In Many points, a bronze face appears to emerge from a surface below and floats on a head of steel pins. Appealing and strange at the same time, we wonder about its meaning.
All of the work will be for sale, and available to take home or ship for the holidays.
For additional information or high resolution images, please contact Ariel Englander, Director, at (415) 495-6400, or ariel@sculpturesite.com. Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10am to 6pm.
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