[image: image1.jpg]SCULPTURESITE gallery





July 11, 2008

For Immediate Release:

Exhibition: PAMINA TRAYLOR - Reflections
Dates: August 21 – October 18, 2008

Opening Reception: Thursday, August 21, 5:30 to 7:30
Sculpturesite Gallery presents Reflections, a solo exhibition of glass sculpture by Pamina Traylor, currently Adjunct Professor at the California College of the Arts in Oakland, CA, where she chaired the Glass Program in 1999-2000. In the fall of 2007, Traylor was invited to be a visiting faculty member of the Osaka University of Art, and she created the works in this exhibition in reaction to that experience. An opening reception will be held on Thursday, August 21st, from 5:30 to 7:30. 

In Reflections, Traylor delves into her perceptions of the contemporary Japanese environments she enjoyed exploring on foot during her stay in a small town near Osaka.  “Being of Japanese descent, I took this opportunity to explore my cultural heritage and experience Japanese culture firsthand,” says Traylor. “I was impressed by the integral role nature and the seasons play in Japanese life.” 

New York art critic Donald Kuspit writes that Traylor’s work is a reminder of “the erotic potential of glass.” In this new series of single and multiple wall-hung works, one powerful pedestal piece and several larger installations, this erotic tension can be detected as a generous interpretation of the sensuality of nature Traylor saw manifested everywhere in Japan as an intrinsic part of the culture –the birth of rice shoots in the small paddies the artist saw tucked in the unlikeliest of places around town, the development of the shoots, the maturing of the crops, the harvesting of the rice. 

“After the Rain” is a narrow 41 inch long metal frame filled with Traylor’s assemblage of the multitude of delicate, flowing, twisted growths in lamp-worked glass that evoke sea anemones in many of her earlier works, but here, in bright green, are obviously an interpretation of vegetation –the rice fields after the rain, when the initially orderly aspect of the early shoots has given way to the more chaotic patterns after a downpour.  Two other works in this group, a wall hung triptych in green and a horizontal diptych in ethereal white relate to the seasons, also important aspects of Japanese culture.
An installation of slanted foot-long glass panels slumped over clay moulds Traylor made from actual rice plants ascends a gallery wall, casting diaphanous shadows, like the illusory markings of earth, vegetation and water. Kuspit also wrote: “Subtly conceptual and starkly subtle at once, Traylor's postminimalist serial sculptures speak to contemporary social as well as aesthetic concerns." As Traylor attempted to interpret the social realities of modern Japan, her visits to numerous Shinto Shrines inspired several of the other works in the show. “Yellowing Omikuji” has a painted wood backing with a clear glass branch from which dangles an unfavorable fortune given by the written oracle, and left behind by the visitor.
Page 2 of 2

Traylor’s glass sculptures are monochromatic repetitions of singular elements and in the repetitive rhythms she creates through fastidious labor, the delicate nature of glass gives way organically to incredible strength. But what may appear as a contradiction is more a corroboration of the artist as a story-teller and a conjurer of magical forms. 

Pamina Traylor received her M.F.A. from the Rochester Institute of Technology and her B.A. from Bryn Mawr College, with additional studies at the Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Pilchuck Glass School, and San Francisco State University. The Creative Glass Center of America awarded her a fellowship in both 2003 and 1995 and she received a CCAC Faculty Development Grant in 1998. She has lectured and demonstrated at schools in Australia and Japan and has taught workshops throughout world, including The Glass Furnace, Istanbul, Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Penland School of Crafts, The Studio of the Corning Museum of Glass, and Urban Glass. Her work is exhibited internationally. She was recently featured on KQED public television's SPARK program. She has also served as a member of the Glass Art Society's board of directors since 2003. 

Traylor’s work is in private collections worldwide and is in the permanent collections of the Museum of American Glass, NJ; The Speed Art Museum, KY; Tittot Glass Art Museum, Taiwan; and Cam Ocagi, Istanbul. 

Sculpturesite Gallery is San Francisco’s only gallery dedicated to contemporary and modern sculpture, located one block south of SFMOMA and across the Moscone Convention Center on Convention Plaza between Howard and Folsom.
For additional information or high resolution images, please contact Jenna Zarate at (415) 495-6400, or info@sculpturesite.com. Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 am to 6pm.
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